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It should be clear that at the outbreak of the War, Mr, Baldwin was among the most straightforward figures in English politics. Consistently sound, and a man of experience, he left the higher flights of statesmanship to men better versed in their understanding. Apart from the question of Welsh Disestablishment and Home Rule he had not spoken off the subject of industry and finance. He was forty-seven years of age and already director of seven companies. The nature of them gives some idea of his position, The companies were Baldwins Ltd,, of which he was Vice-President, The Aldridge Colliery Company, The Great Western Railway, The Gloucester Railway (and Wagon) Company, The Alexandra (Newport and South Wales) Docks and Railway Company, the West London Extension Railway and the Metropolitan Bank Ltd* These represented a closly confined core of interests that went near to the roots of industrial Britain. It is true that to a certain extent Mr. Baldwin's position was the result of nepotism. Nevertheless, when people after the War exclaimed their desire to be ruled by business men, it is hard to imagine what they considered they had in their Prime Minister* He was not even a business man with sectional interests but a master in the basic industries. On analysis, he could be seen to represent the decaying -wealth of industrial Britain.
So far as the War itself was concerned, Mr. Baldwin could be of little active use. A quiet, heavily built person of forty-seven could probably render greater services in Whitehall. In June, 1915, he served on a judicial committee in company with Mr. Justice Sankey and others, to deal with enemy aliens, In September of that year he signed a letter to The Times advocating compulsory military service. In December he was a member of a committee set up by Mr. McKenna to consider the raising of War Loan from the working classes. In such a manner he occupied his time in the precincts of an overburdened Westminster,